Quality Health Index (AQHI) to reduce short-term impacts of air pollution on the population.
Introduction
were observed in hospital admissions for all respiratory diseases, COPD, asthma or pneumonia 1 5 4 after implementation of the policy, although the estimate for overall respiratory admissions was was observed after the policy for both diseases. In contrast, for all other diseases and age-groups 1 6 2 considered no immediate decrease or changes in annual trend were observed after the AQHI 1 6 3 policy was implemented. A non-significant reduction in respiratory diseases was only observed Using the false policy implementation dates of 6, 12 and 24 months before the policy, revealed 1 6 7 no significant immediate or gradual decreases in hospital admissions for most diseases 1 6 8 considered, except for COPD at a false period of 12 months (see supplementary Table 3 ) .
6 9
Repeating the analysis for the control outcome of deaths from injuries and external causes gave 1 7 0 no immediate changes when the AQHI policy was implemented (see supplementary Figure 5 ). Hong Kong's AQHI policy implementation was associated with an immediate reduction in RTI hospitalizations, in particular for children but did not clearly affect respiratory disease hospitalizations overall, or hospitalizations for COPD, asthma and pneumonia. Our findings are somewhat consistent with other intervention studies evaluating air quality alert impacts in Canada (Chen et al. 2018 ) and the United States (US) (Neidell 2010). Like our study, the study but not health effects. They found children more responsive to air quality warnings (25% Our findings add to the literature concerning the impact air quality alerts on respiratory diseases, with RTIs, particularly in children (Li et al. 2018; Darrow et al. 2014; Bono et al. 2016 ; Ghosh et and O 3 and hospital admissions for respiratory tract infections in children (Fusco et al. 2001) . Out the effects of air pollution on health, than men (Flynn, Slovic, and Mertz 1994; Lu 2015) . The admissions. Air pollution is known to be associated with pneumonia hospital admissions in Similar to other cities in the world (UK, Canada, U.S.A); Hong Kong's AQHI policy alerts the 1 9 7 public to risk and thereby promotes behavioral changes for "at risk populations" (Radisic and 
